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Caring Parents Recognizes 2 Groups During Volunteer Appreciation Month  

Positive Solutions Focus of Child Abuse Prevention Month Training  
Affirmative resources were the theme during the Pinwheels for Prevention mini -
seminar on child abuse prevention presented by Caring Parents, Child Abuse 
Prevention (CAP) Council and Systems of Care at City Hall April 30.  
 
Keynote speaker Mary Armstrong-Smith from Prevent Child Abuse Indiana 
reminded everyone that humor is acceptable and necessary, even when (or perhaps 
especially if) the job is difficult. Humor is a positive approach that can help you to 
loosen upĈto think outside the boxĈin fact, perhaps to forget the box!  
 

Pre-lunch speaker Linda Henderson from the Indiana Youth Institute also spoke about ways for everyone to work 
with children by helping them acquire success skills rather than focusing on solving problems they may have. 
Some of these 40 Developmental Assets include early literacy, positive adult role models, and opportunities to 
QBSUJDJQBUF JO UIF DPNNVOJUZí +VTU TBZJOH iIJw UP UIF LJET JO ZPVS OFJHICPSIPPE DBO CF BO BGGJSNJOH BDU GPS UIFNí 
 
Kelly Bauermeister from Systems of Care outlined their approach to working with children in need of services. By 
engaging a group of family members, friends and professionals that focuses on family strengths rather than 
problems, they can build on those strengths in a coordinated way. Carol Dingledy explained the three aspects of 
the Caring Parents programĈproviding information in the hospital, home visits, and presentationsĈand how the 
entire community can work with new parents to help them build strong family relationships. Ann Smith from CAP 
Council concluded the presentations with a review of how early social interaction and experiences can affect the 
EFWFMPQJOH CSBJOë DJUJOH FYBNQMFT XIFO UIJT EJEOæU 
happen and the remarkable changes that occurred 
XIFO UIF DIJMEæT TJUVBUJPO XBT JNQSPWFEí  
 
The day concluded with everyone moving out to 
the City Hall steps, pinwheels in hand, to listen to 
the courthouse bells chime in memory of child 
abuse victims and for a short concert by Central 
.JEEMF 4DIPPMæT öUI HSBEF DIPJS EJSFDUFE CZ David 
Rodgers . Mayor Fred Armstrong also read a 
proclamation declaring April and every month 
child abuse prevention month.  

Caring Parents Action Team members and Home Visitor volunteers were invited to attend a dinner 
JO UIFJS IPOPS BT QBSU PG 7PMVOUFFS "QQSFDJBUJPO NPOUIí 5IF UIFNF i7PMVOUFFST 30$,w GJU QFSGFDUMZ 
XJUI UIF  SPDL AO SPMM EÍDPS BU 4BEJFæT 'BNJMZ %JOJOHë XIFSF FWFSZPOF XBT USFBUFE UP B DMBTTJD SPDL AO 
roll dinner of hamburgers, fries and shakes.  Anita Burton was named Volunteer of the Year for her 
work on the Action Team and for her fundraising efforts.  

Anita coordinates our bracelet fundraising, from ordering supplies to making and marketing them. 
Thanks to Anita, Caring Parents made over $1200 for supplying specially-designed bracelets to the 
SFDFOU 8PNFOæT )FBMUI DPOGFSFODFí Thank you, Anita, for all you do.  

In fact, thank you to ALL our volunteers, from those who do everything from stuff envelopes to helping with 
events to working with us year round. 8F DPVMEOæU EP JU XJUIPVU ZPVí 
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